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HIGHER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Mantralaya, Madam Cama Marg, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk,
Mumbai 400 032, dated the 7th August 2024.

NOTIFICATION
MAHARASHTRA PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES (ESTABLISHMENT AND REGULATION) AcT, 2023.

No. Misc.2024/C.R.19/UE-4.— In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section
56 of the Maharashtra Private Universities (Establishment and Regulation) Act, 2023 (Mah. VIII of
2024), the Government of Maharashtra hereby make the following rules to carry out the purposes
of the said Act, namely :—

1. Short title and commencement.—

(1) These rules may be called the Maharashtra Private Universities (Establishment and
Regulation) Rules, 2024.

(2) These rules shall come into force from the date of its publication in the Official Gazette.
2. Definitions.-
(1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(1) “Act” means the Maharashtra Private Universities (Establishment and Regulation)
Act, 2023 (Mah. VIII of 2024);

(i) “Form” means the forms appended to these rules;

(i11) “Secretary” means the Secretary, Higher and Technical Education Department,
Government of Maharashtra, Mantralaya, Mumbai;

(iv)“Scrutiny Committee” means the Scrutiny Committee constituted under section 4
of the Act.

(2) Words and expressions used but not defined in these rules shall have the same meanings
respectively assigned to them in the Act.

3. Manner of making and processing of application under section 3 of Act.— (1) Any sponsoring
body (including any private institute conducting an educational activity) desirous of establishing a
self-financed private university under the Act, may submit an application to in Form A alongwith a
Detailed Project Report (DPR) containing a proposal for establishment of a university to the Secretary,
alongwith a processing fee of rupees one crore.

(2) The sponsoring body desirous of establishing a private university shall pay such processing
fee by a demand draft drawn in the name of the Secretary.

(3) On receipt of an application under sub-rule (1), containing the proposal for establishing
the university alongwith the Detailed Project Report (DPR) by the sponsoring body, the Scrutiny
Committee on the grounds mentioned in sub-section (1) of section 4 of the Act.

(4) After examining the proposal and the detailed project report submitted by the sponsoring
body, the scrutiny committee shall submit its report to the Government.

(5) If the scrutiny committee finds any deficiency or needs additional information about the
proposal, it may include its observations in its report. The Secretary shall inform the sponsoring
body to comply with them within a period specified therein.

(6) After considering additional information submitted by the sponsoring body and the revisions
made in the proposal, if any, the scrutiny committee shall submit its final report to the Government.

4. Issuance of Letter of Intent.- After receipt of the report of the Scrutiny Committee, if the
Government is satisfied that it is advisable to establish the university, it may issue a Letter of Intent
and require the sponsoring body to fulfil the conditions as to infrastructure and other requirements
specified in sub-section (1) of section 5 of the Act.
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5. Requirements to be complied with by sponsoring body after issuance of Letter of Intent.— In
addition to the requirements mentioned in sub-section (1) of section 5 of the Act, the Government
may ask the sponsoring body to,-

(i) furnish documents about the land and constructed area issued by competent authorities
as specified in rule 6.

(it) furnish an undertaking that the university shall provide 50% exemption in the fee to a
minimum of 10% students belonging to economically weaker section, irrespective of their caste.

(ii1) furnish an undertaking to follow the standards of the respective regulatory bodies and
to fulfil such other conditions as may be prescribed by the University Grants Commission or
any other regulatory body established by law;

(iv) purchase knowledge resources including books, e-books, and journals of a minimum
amount of rupees fifty lakhs or more as may be prescribed by the norms of the regulatory body;

(v) furnish an undertaking to invest a minimum amount of rupees one crore or more towards
the purchase of computer hardware and software, setting up information and communication
networks and providing adequate facilities for teaching, learning, and research, as may be
prescribed by the norms of the respective regulatory bodies, before operationalisation of the
university;

(vi) furnish an undertaking to invest a minimum amount of rupees one crore or more towards
the purchase of laboratory equipment and furniture, as may be prescribed by the norms of the
respective regulatory bodies, before operationalisation of the university;

(vii) furnish information regarding financial projections including capital expenditure,
recurring expenditure, loan repayment, internal fund generation, and mobilisation of resources
for the first five years;

(viit) furnish information regarding proposed research and innovation;

(ix) furnish an undertaking that classrooms and other amenities for the students shall be
as per the guidelines of the respective apex regulatory bodies;

(x) furnish a declaration that the information, facts, and figures provided in the detailed
project report and subsequent compliance reports are true and correct and, if any information
is found to be incorrect, the application is liable to be summarily rejected.

(xi) furnish any additional information as and when necessary.
6. Norms of land and other conditions as to infrastructure and other requirements.—

(1) In addition to the requirements specified in sub-section (1) of section 5, the sponsoring
body shall fulfil the following conditions and requirements, namely :—

(A) Land.—

(a) For the State of Maharashitra excluding the Municipal Corporation areas of
Mumbai and Thane.— The sponsoring body shall submit the title deeds, as provided
in clause (b) of sub-section (I) of section 5 of the Act, of a contiguous piece of land as
mentioned below :

Sr. Location of the proposed University Minimum available
No. land area (in Hectare)
(2) (3)
(1)
() |Rural Areas 10
(iz) | Tahsil or District Headquarters 6
(i11) | Divisional Headquarters 4
(iv) |[In the jurisdiction of Metropolitan Development 4
Authorities (excluding the Municipal Corporation areas
of Mumbai and Thane)
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Provided that, in case a sponsoring body managing renowned and eminent
educational institutions with high grades of accreditation and providing high-quality
education and where the proposal entails the formation of a university by bringing these
existing colleges or institutions under its purview that do not belong to a contiguous
piece of land and if the Government is satisfied that the university is required to be
established for the interest of the State, the Government may allow such application
and decide the same on its merits.

(b) For Municipal Corporation Area of Brihan Mumbai and Thane.— The minimum
land required in the cities of Brihan Mumbai and Thane shall be four hectares. However,
this minimum requirement of land can be relaxed on the following conditions :-

(i) the sponsoring body manages an educational institution with a valid
Accreditation of the National Accreditation and Assessment Council (NAAC),
Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) of 3.25 or equivalent valid score by the
National Board of Accreditation (NBA) or is within the 200 ranks of the latest
National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) ranking;

(i1) the land available for the proposed university is sufficient for constructing
the required infrastructure as per the building construction norms of the Brihan
Mumbai Municipal Corporation or the Thane Municipal Corporation, as the case
may be;

(i17) there shall be no commercial stakeholders in the said building and no
part of the building shall be used for commercial purposes;

(iv) there shall be scope for additional construction if the number of students
increases.

(B) Infrastructure.-

() Minimum constructed area of 15,000 square meters that includes
administrative (cabins and office space for the statutory officers, teaching, and non-
teaching staff), academic buildings (classrooms, libraries, seminar halls, auditoriums,
laboratories, computer centres) and ancillary buildings (reception, common rooms,
etc.). Classrooms and other amenities for students in university should be as per
the guidelines of the All India Council of Technical Education (AICTE), University
Grants Commission (UGC) or other concerned regulatory bodies. While calculating the
requirement of 15000 square meters area, the area of the hostels and sports complex
will not be counted.

(it) The sponsoring body shall make arrangements for the accommodation of
students.

(C) Special provisions regarding interim campus.— A sponsoring body having
impeccable credentials and proposing an innovative and state-of-the-art university where
no infrastructure is available at the time of submission of the proposal in partnership with
industries may request to set up the interim campus. The Government may evaluate the
proposal on a case-to-case basis on the following conditions.-

(i) the constructed area available in the interim campus is sufficient for the
administrative and academic requirements of the admitted students and, in any case,
is not less than 5000 square meters;

(i1) the available infrastructure is as per norms laid down by the concerned
regulatory body;

(i11) the sponsoring body shall shift the university from the interim campus to its
intended permanent campus as mentioned in the Detailed Project Report (DPR) that
fulfils the infrastructure norms mentioned in clause (B) above, within three years from
the operationalisation of the interim campus;
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(iv) on receipt of report of the Secretary Level Committee, Government shall
publish a notification in the Official Gazette, allowing the operationalization of the
interim campus;

(v) after shifting the interim campus to its intended permanent campus, the
Secretary Level Committee shall visit permanent campus and verify compliance of
the undertakings and requirements specified in the Letter of Intent. On receipt of
report of the Secretary Level Committee, Government shall publish a notification in
the Official Gazette, allowing the operationalization of the permanent campus.

7. Setting up of off-campus centres.- (1) The sponsoring body may set-up an off-campus centre
of the university, subject to the fulfilment of the following criteria, namely :—

(1) the university has completed at least five years after the commencement of its academic
activities or programmes at its main campus;

(i) the university has a valid accreditation from the national accrediting body;

(i17) the university either owns the land or has a lease of at least thirty years for the proposed
off-campus centre.

(2) The sponsoring body desirous of establishing an off-campus centre may submit a proposal
as per the guidelines issued by the University Grants Commission in this behalf, from time to time
alongwith a Detailed Project Report (DPR), to the Government and processing fees of rupees fifty
lakhs in the form of a demand draft drawn in the name of the Secretary.

(3) On receipt of the proposal, the Government shall get the same scrutinised by the Scrutiny
Committee constituted as per sub-section (1) of section 4 of the Act. The Scrutiny Committee shall
follow the procedure as laid down in rule 3 to scrutinise the proposal.

(4) After receipt of the report of the Scrutiny Committee, if the Government is satisfied that it is
advisable to establish the off-campus centre, it shall forward the proposal with its recommendation
to the University Grants Commission.

(5) If the University Grants Commission approves the proposal, the Government shall publish
a notification in the Official Gazette allowing the operationalisation of the off-campus centre of the
university.

(6) After the publication of the notification in the Official Gazette, the sponsoring body shall give
the following undertaking and comply with the following conditions.-

(1) it shall maintain high standards of education and provide adequate infrastructure,
resources, and teaching/non-teaching staff at the off-campus centre on par with those offered
at the main campus of the university;

(i) it shall conform to internal and external quality assurance norms specified by the
University Grants Commission and other concerned statutory and regulatory bodies and
authorities;

(i11) it shall start further new programmes, departments, schools or increase in intake at
its off-campus centre only after obtaining approval from competent authorities of the university
and relevant statutory and regulatory authorities, wherever required,;

(iv) the university expansion plans, through its off-campus centre, shall align with its future
academic vision rather than be driven by commercial interests.

(7) Closure of off-campus centre.— (i) The sponsoring body may close the off-campus centre of the
university by giving a notice to that effect to the Government and the University Grants Commission,
at least one year in advance.

(1) In case of closure of the off-campus centre of the university, the university shall take necessary
action to either accommodate the students enrolled at such off-campus centre in the main campus
of the university or ensure that they are supported until the last batch completes the course. An
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undertaking to this effect shall be given by the sponsoring body to the Government and the University
Grants Commission along with the notice of closure as mentioned in clause (i) above.

(8) For establishment of an off-campus centres, off-shore campus and study centres of the
university, the instructions issued by the State Government, Central Government and University
Grants Commission, from time to time, as required by clause (xviii) of section 10 of the Act, shall be
applicable.

8. Appointment of President.—
(1) Procedure for appointment of President.—

(i) Subject to sub-rule (2) of this rule the first President shall be appointed by the
sponsoring body with the approval of the Government.

(i1) There shall be a Search Committee constituted by the sponsoring body to recommend
suitable persons for the appointment of the President.

(i1i) The Search Committee shall consist of the following members, namely:-

(a) a retired High Court Judge or a person eligible to be appointed as High Court
Judge — Chairperson;

(b) a person who is an eminent educationist or administrator, not connected with
the university - Member;

(c) a person who is a member of the sponsoring body - Member.

(iv) The Search Committee shall recommend names of at least three persons for
consideration of the sponsoring body.

(v) The sponsoring body may recommend the name of one a person recommended by
Search Committee to the Government, to appoint as a President of the university by passing
a resolution in the meeting of the sponsoring body by a simple majority:

Provided that, if the sponsoring body does not approve name of any person recommended
by the Search Committee, it may call for a fresh names either from the same Committee or
from a new Search Committee.

(2) Eligibility criteria for post of President.— The persons to be recommended by the Search
Committee for appointment of President shall,—

(i) have completed thirty-five years of age;

(i1) possess a master degree in any discipline from a recognised university or institute;
(i11) possess leadership qualities;

(iv) have strong acumen for institution building;

(v) be able to provide vision and have the ability to convert the same into reality in the
interest of students and society;

(vi) have a commitment to build a world-class educational institution;

(vii) have experience in the field of industry, research, consultancy, social work, law,
education, health or welfare activities.

9. Manner of Assessment.- (1) The State Government shall for the purpose of ascertaining
the standards of teaching, examination and research or any other matter relating to the university,
constitute a committee for the purpose mentioned in sub-section (4) of section 51 of the Act, consisting
of the following members,-

(7) former Head of an Institute of Eminence;
(i1) former Head of an Institution of National Importance;

(ii1) Head of a Government funded research institution in Maharashtra;
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(iv) former Head of a national regulatory body;
(v) former Head of a national accreditation agency;
(vi) former Vice-Chancellor of a public or deemed to be university;
(vii) a Vice-Chancellor of a private university established outside the State of Maharashtra;
(viii) a chartered accountant having ten years of experience;
(ix) an eminent academician;
(x) a Head of the Department in a public university;
(x2) an Officer, not below the rank of Under Secretary to the Government of Maharashtra.

(2) For the purpose of ascertaining the standards of teaching, examination and research
or any other matter relating to the university, the Government may after consultation with the
Vice-Chancellor cause an assessment by such person or persons as it may deem fit for the purpose
mentioned in sub-section (4) of section 51 of the Act, who shall assess and analyse the following key
performance indicators, namely:-

(i) Governance and leadership;

(i1) Faculty qualification and experience;

(717) Quality and diversification of academic programmes;
(iv) Research output and innovation,;

(v) Quality assurance framework;

(vi) Student performance and career progression;

(vii) Financial performance and stability;

(viii) National and international collaborations;

(ix) Societal impact;

(x) Global competitiveness.

(3) Such person or persons shall employ an evaluation framework, identify key performance
indicators, assign weights and develop scoring, to quantify the performance level of each indicator
and shall also undertake onsite visits to private universities, to provide a comprehensive and accurate
representation of quality and growth dynamics.

(4) Such person or persons shall prepare a comprehensive report within thirty days from the date
of the visit to the private university outlining key findings, trends, conclusions and recommendations.
Such person or persons shall provide strategic input to the Government and shall also present
actionable suggestions to the university leadership.
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FORM A
[ See rule 3(1)]

To,

Secretary,

Higher and Technical Education Department,

Mantralaya, Mumbai 400 032.

Subject- Application for setting up a private university.

Sir/Madam,

In accordance with the Maharashtra Private Universities (Establishment and Regulation) Act,
2023 (Mah.VIII of 2024), and the rules made thereunder and the guidelines issued in this behalf,
from time to time, for the establishment of private universities, the proposal is being submitted along
with the Detailed Project Report (DPR) in this regard, necessary documents and demand draft for
establishment of a private university as mentioned below.

1 | Name of Sponsoring Body—

Address of the office of the Sponsoring Body-

Name, Designation, Telephone/ Mobile No. and e-mail Id of the
Office bearers of the Sponsoring Body.

4 | Sponsoring Body Registration Certificate Number and Date.
Give the following details as applicable-

(7) a society registered under the Societies Registration Act,
1860 (21 of 1860 );

(if) public trust registered under the Maharashtra Public
Trusts Act (XXIX of 1950);

(iii) any Educational Institution established under section 25
of the Companies Act, 1956 (1 of 1956) or a company
registered under the Companies Act, 2013 (18 of 2013).

5 | Constitution of Educational Institution-
Documents to be submitted in this regard

(a) Constitution, Bylaws and Rules

(b) A copy of the resolution passed by the members of the
institution to establish a private university,

6 [Name and location of proposed private university is to be
established.

7 | Details regarding processing Fees — Demand Draft number and
date.

Encl- As above.
Yours faithfully,

Chairman/Secretary,
Sponsoring Body.
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Note.- Detailed Project Report (DPR) should be submitted along with the application as per the
provisions mentioned in the Government Resolution dated 13th February 2014. If an interim

campus is included in the proposal, the details of the same should be given with undertaking
that all the necessary aspects are fulfilled.

By order and in the name of the Governor of Maharashtra,

VIKAS CHANDRA RASTOGI,
Principal Secretary to Government.
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